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Joois , 14 <* die Aprilis , 1853 . 



Names of the Members of the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the County of 
Mayo : 

Hon. Charles Compton Cavendish. I John George Phillimore, Esq. 

Sir Henry Meux, Bart. I Robert Clive, Esq. 

Chairman : Lord Harry Vane. 



Veneris, 15 ’ die Aprilis, 1853 . 



Ordered , That the Petition relative to the said Election be referred to the Committee. 

Ordered, That the said Committee do meet To-morrow, at Twelve o’clock, in one of the 
Committee-rooms of the House. 
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REPORT. 



Lord Harry Vane, from the Select Committee appointed to try and 
determine the matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and 
Return for the County of Mayo, informed The House, that the Committee had 
determined : — 

That George Henry Moore, Esq., and George Gore Ouseley Higgins, Esq., 
are duly elected Knights of the Shire to serve in this present Parliament for 
the County of Mayo. 

Lord Harry Vane, from the said Select Committee, further, informed The 
House, that the Committee had agreed to the following Resolution 

“ That it appears from evidence given before the Committee, that there was 
great abuse of spiritual influence on the part of a great body of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood during the last Election for the County of Mayo. 



20 April 1853. 



372 . 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 



Sabbati, 16° die Aprilis, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

The Committee deliberated, and agreed to the following Resolutions : — 

“ 1. That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

“ 2. That if costs be demanded by either party, under the nth & 12th Viet. c. 98, the 
question must be raised immediately after the decision on that particular case, unless the 
Committee shall otherwise decide. 

“ 3. That the Committee expect that, with respect to cases of bribery which it is intended 
to bring' home to the Sitting Member or his agents, the Counsel for the Petitioners will now 
state the names of the electors bribed, and those of the persons who actually gave the 
bribes. 

" 4. The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, under the special application 
of Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent, the 
knowledge of which case has been brought out before the Committee in the progress of the 
investigation, with the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably sup- 
posed to have been previously cognizant 

“ 5. That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to state the times 
and places where such treating is alleged to have taken place. 

“ 6. The Committee, however, reserving to themselves a discretionary power, as in cases of 
bribery. 

“7. That no person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been in the room during 
any of the proceedings (With the exception of the Agents, whose names shall be handed 
in), without the special leave of the Committee. 

“8. That the Committee will only allow one Counsel to address them on opening the 
case, and one Counsel on the summing up. 

“9. That if any point of law should arise requiring argument, the Committee will only 
hear one Counsel on each side upon such point. 

The Petition of Sir Robert Lynch Blosse, Bart., and William Kearney, complaining of 
an undue election and return for the County of Mayo, was read. 

Counsel for the Petitioners, Mr. O’Malley, q.c., Mr. Bovill. 

Agents, Mr. Robert James Butt, Mr. Myles Jordan, mid Mr. Charles Parkinson. 

Counsel for the Sitting Member, George Henry Moore, Esq., Mr. Serjeant Kinglakc, 
and Mr. Wells. 

Agent, Mr. Hunt. 

Counsel for the Sitting Member, George Gore Ouseley Higgins, Esq., Mr. Edwin 
James, Q. c., Mr. Meagher, Mr. O’ Dowd, and Mr. W. P. Hale. 

Agents, Messrs. Law, Holmes Si Co. 

Mr. O’Malley opened the case on behalf of the Petitioners, abandoning the charge having 
reference to the qualification of Mr. Moore, as well as the prayer for the seat for the defeated 
Candidate. 

James Richard Naylor, Chief Clerk in the Crown Office, sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Produced the writ and return relative to the last election. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglalce. 

Christopher Filzsimon, Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper in Ireland, sworn, examined bv 
Mr. Bovill. 

Produced nine poll-books relative to the last electiou. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Mr. Meagher 
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Mr. Meagher objected to the poll-books being received in evidence, on the ground that 
the provisions of the 13 & 14 Viet. c. 69 , sec. 99, had noi been complied with, and tendeied 
evidence on the point. 

Mr. Bovill objected to evidence being received, contending that the poll-books had been 
sufficiently proved. 

Room cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “ That the poll-books are admissible in evidence.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

Captain Hugh Montgomery Archdall sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Edward Bay sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wells. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Sir Robert Arbutknot sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

[Adjourned till Monday next, at Eleven o’clock. 



Luna, 18° die Aprilis, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. • 

Captain John Floyd sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Francis O’Donel sworn, examined by Mr. O’Malley . 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Re-examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

Lieut. John Inglis sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Robert Savage sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

James Jordan sworn, examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Meagher. 

Thomas Brennan sworn, examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wells. 

Re-examined by Mr. O’Malley. 

[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



Martis, 19* die Aprilis, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

Henry Murphy sworn, and examined by Mr. O’Malley. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Meagher. 

John Carey sworn, exainined by Mr. O’Malley. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

372. A3 William 
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JVilliam Burke sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kingltike. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Maria Monahan sworn, examined by Mr. Bovill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Several documents were put in evidence on the part of the Petitioners. 

Mr. O'Malley having recalled William Burke to prove the initials of J. Hardiinan, an 
alleged agent of the Silting Members, to a certain document, proposed to put the document 
in evidence and have it read. 

Mr. James objected to the reception of the document, as not being within the scope of 
the authority of Hardiman, even if Hardiinan were an agent of the Sitting Members. 

Mr. O'Malley replied. 

The Committee resolved, “ That the document is admissible, as being signed by a proved 
agent of the Sitting Members.” 

[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



Mercurii , 20° die Aprilis, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

Mr. O'Malley stated that he did not propose to offer any further evidence in support of 
the Petition. 

Mr. Bovill summed up the evidence on the part of the Petitioners. 

Mr. Serjeant K inglahe addressed the Committee on behalf of Mr. Moore, one of the 
Sitting Members. 

Mr. James addressed the Committee on behalf of Mr. Higgins, the other Sitting Member. 

Room cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, 1. “ That George Henry Moore, Esq., and George Gore Ouseley Higgins, Esq., 
are duly elected Knights of the Shire to serve in this present Parliament for the County of 
Mayo.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

Mr. Serjeant Kivglake, on behalf of Mr. Moore, applied to the Committee to pass such a 
resolution as would entitle tire Sitting Members to ihe costs incurred in the defence of 
their seats, and slated that if the Committee should be unwilling to grant the whole costs, 
yet that they might confine their resolution to the allegation as to treating alone. 

The Committee refused to pass any resolution whatever with regard to costs. 

Room again cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, 2 . “ That it appears, from evidence given before the Committee, that there was 
great abuse of spiritual influence on the part of a great body of the Roman-catholic priest- 
hood during the last Election for the County of Mayo.” 

Ordered, To Report this and the former Resolution to The House. 
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